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(EMRU'S DISILLUSIONMENT OVER TIBET

In the years since Indiz decame 3 sovereign State and
the Communists gained control over China, Indiz's relations
with her giant neighbor to the north have vsried fronm
friendly emotion to cool reserve,

In/ the sarly days there was a feeling of comradeship
for a nation which stood in the front rank of those who
were somdating colonialism and Western domination., For
the Government of Indiz the motive was o2 more importont one
than Just emotion and was dictated by the conviction that
India'as economlc program demanded peace and that good rela~
tions with China were & prime requialte.

™he climax of this policy came in 1954 with the visit
of Premier Chou En-lsi to New Delhi. This visit produced
the Joint declarstion of the "Five Principles” (Panch Shila)
of psaceful coexlstence. These were: respect for terri-
torial integrity, non-aggression, non-interference in
snother country's internal affalrs, egquality and pesceful
coexistence, These were the principles that alsp formed
the dbasis ol sgreed relations among Asien and African
nations st the 1955 Bandung Conference in Indonesis. -

3 Later in 1954, Nehru mude a visit to China and when he
returned it was evident that he felt a little worried over
the material progress there, He was noticably inpressed
by the fect that in the matter of manpower alone Chine,
with 2 population of 600 milllion, was infinitely stronger
than India with 400 million,

It 1z, therefore, understandable thut when the fight-
ing broke out recently in Tibet informed Indlan opinion
became galvanized and tenee over the maneuvers of a powerful,
gentralized and militant China, The situation is replete
with anxiety for India which ardently deesires to live at
peace with all. There 1s little doubt that Indila would
early like to a2ld Tibet, dbut the tone of the propagendz
emanating from Chins has bheen decldedly menacing.

Instead of having 2 gquiet, peeceful Tibet as a northern

neighbor, Indla {8 now dbordered directly by a ruthless,
dynamic end beistercus China bent on achieving Communism
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a8 rapidiy as possible, This 1s not only politically dis-
quieting, but slsc presents a military problem to Indiu
which 8 of considersble magnitude. V¥hile the Himalayas
present quite = formidable barrier to the movement of troops,
they are ineffective zgainst modern Jet sircraeft, and the
great cities of Delhi, Lucknow, Beneres and Allehabad are
ell within 400 milez of the new frontler--Just less then

one hour in a Jet bomber,

There 15 also the possibility that an aroused Chins
would try to penetrate into the Buddhist district of Ladakh,
in Xashmir, and alsc threasten interference in the affuirs
of Repal whose king is being ardently woced by Peking ut
the present time. The Chinese could invent sny number of
pretexts for military adventure since the frontier hos
never been clearly deflined in this wiid, mountainous region
between China and Indis,

The anti-Chinese and anti-Communist feeling in Tibet
has exinsted for some years, 1In April, Lt, Gen, Chang Kuo-ha,
the Chinese militery commander in Tibet, told 2 meeting of
the Communist-sponsored Preparatory Committee fopr the
Tibvetan Autonomous Reglon that the Tibetan Jovermment's oppo-
sition to Communist policles began soon after the Sino-
Tibetan Agreement of 1951 was signed. This sgreement,
which the Tibetans had entered with goodwill, vas evidently
never intended by the Chinese to be anything but en essy
meens of access to the territory they coveted.

The now exlled Dalail Lams sald in 2 statement he mude
at Tezpur on April 18 that the 17-point sgreement had been
signed under pressure and thet Chinese suzersinty had been
aaaﬁ%ﬁed,beaan&e "there was no alternative left to the
Tibetans,” But the sgreement stated that Tidet would enjoy
full autonomy snd, although the control of external affairs
was to be in the hands of the Chinese Government, 1t was
agreaed that there would be no interference by the Chinese
with Tibetts relligion, customs and internsl administration.

However, this was a mere sop to the Tibetuns, As the
Palal Lamc pointed out, "after the occupztion of Tibet by
the Chinese armies, the Tibetan Government did not enjog
any measure of autonomy, even in internal mstters and the
Chinese Government exercised full powers in Tivetan affairs.,”
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An g9pen letter of July 1956 by Thubten NyenJik,
governor of the Tibetan Province of Gymntse, was more
explicit., He stated:

"fo us Tibetans, tharihraae tthe liberation of Tibet,'®
in {ts morsl and spiritus)l implications, 1s viewed as
a dsadly mockery. The country of & free pecple was
inveded and occupled under the pretext of liberation.
IAderation from whom and what? Ours wzs & heppy
eountry with 2 solvent government and a2 contented
people until the Chinese invesion in 1950 since

wher we have Deen so exploited that we have been
reduced to 5 state of Intellectusl, spiritusl and
economic bankruptoy.

"¥Yiewed In 1tz historical pe zetive, the so-called
tiiberation' of Tibet 1s the latest and mest formld-
able attempt of the Chinese prompted by the greed of
an over-populated country for the vast area whlch
gomprises Tibet end her wezlth in natural resourcesn--
as witness the exploitation of our oll resources in
Tuaidam, to colonize Tidet in 2 struggle that has
persevered through the centuries, Por let there be
no mistake about 1t, the 'liberation’ of Tibet is
nothing dut 2 newer form of brutel, ruthless coloninl-~
1em to be more dresded than the old becazuse here, the
aim is not only exploitation, but the conplete absorp-
tion of a2 people~-cbsorption or extermination are the
only two slternatives offered to the people of Tibet
by the Chinesge.”

on April 27, 1959, Premier Nehru made & statement to
the Indion Parlisment, It was necessarily & carvefully
meosured statement in which he tried to Inject the utmost
in veasonableness and calm, couched in the most mederate
language, HNevertheleszs, through these measured and careful
phreses it is possible to discern his dissppointment and
even resentment, bordering on anger, at the treatment
ascorded him and his govermment's role by the Communist
£ ;e:nment of Chins with regard to the tragic events in

et.

¥ehru strecsed the "irresponeible” charges by the
Chinese thut ths Delajl Lema's statement made on entering
Indiaz had been forced upon him. WNehru also rejected Peking's
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wild charges that India had "abducted” the Tibetan leader
and brought him by foree to India, "I need not tell the
House,"” Mehru ssld, "that the Dalai Lsmu entered Indian
territory entirely of his own volltion. At no tlme had
we suggested that he should come to Indis."

¥shru 41¢ not try to hide his bitterness at Peking's
aeccusations when he went on to say that a tragedy has been
sad is being enaccted in Tibet. Passions have been let
loose, charges made snd "langunge used which carnot but
worsen the =itustion and our relations with our northern
neighbor,” He pointed out that the sibtustion may vell have
far-reaching consequences., What these consequences might
bs he 41d not say, but behind Rehru's calm phroses there
was speaking o man who had firmly and even devoutly delieved
in the senctity of the fundamentals of the Bandung Conference
and of the "Five Principles,” On these slements he had
puilt his entire foreign policy a2s regards his relations
with China, All this 1ies Iin ruins at his feet and he 1s
now constreined to find snother avenue of dignifled spprosch
towards China, Indla today is in sesrch of a new pollcy
which will mécubtnalilbe extremely difficult to devise.
It must be a policy which will somehow endeavor to bridge
the gap the Chincse have wllfully dug between themselves
and those Asians for whom Bandung had a real meaning and
for whom the "Five Principles” were 2 veritable foundation
of sonduct in the werld of intermstional politiles.

Indis, Rehru sald, cannot allow itself to be swept
awsy in the excitement of the moment onto = wrong course.
He anld 1t wes not to him to make a similar appesl to
the lsaders of Red China, but he 4id mention that he hud
pesn "greatly distressed” at the tone of the comments and
charges made against India by responsible people in Chine.
He pointed out that "They have used the lungusge of the
oold war regerdless of truth and propriety.” He sald he
foupd this particularly distressing In s natlen with thou-
sands of years of culture behind it and which has been
noted for its restrained and polite behavior.

Wehru coldy denled the Chinese allegation that the
Indiasn Govermment wos holding the Dalai Lemo by force and
then #sld that the Chinese authorities “"should surely know
how we function in this country and what our luws and con-
stitytion are," He added, that of course, the Duolal Lema
waa "roe to leave Tndia at any time he wished and for any
destination he might choose, In view of his previcus
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defense of Red China and his =dvocacy that it be admitted
to the United Nations, it must have been difficult for
Nehru to mske such atatements pubdblicly.

On May 3, the Communist Chinese held » mass rally
of 30,000 people in Peking at which the speakers sccused
the Indians of interfering in internal Chinese affoirs by
supporting the Tibetan rebels, One speaker, Liu Ning-i,
halyman of the All-China Trede Unions Federstion, inex-
guaabg and clearly only for propagands effect, warned

tiah impericlists and Indian expansionists” that Com-
munist Chino would "never tolerate aggression sgeinst our
tarritory or interference in cur internszl affairs.” To
acouse the disciples of the pacific Mahatma Gandhl of
being "expsnsionists” 1s sheer hypocrisy. The Communists,
however, usually empiocy the tactic of accusing others of
doing the very thing they themselves are doing.

As Rehru pointed cut, it Is true that British policy
wes one of expansion inte Tibet in the esrly years of this
century. As a result, the British did estsdlish certain
extraterritorial rights in Tidet and when Indis became
independent 1t inherited thess rights, But, Nehyu insisted,
when India became free she did not want to retzin these
rights. 3con after the Chinese srmles entered Tibet in
1950, the questlon of these rights wes reised snd Indiz
readlly gave them up, Army detachments were withdravn
and Indisn postal end telegraph installationz and rest
houses were handed over. Since then, a8 is widely known,
the Indizn Government has gone cut of its way to cultivate
the friendship of China, For thiz reason, Nehru said,

"it 18 & metter of the deepest regret and surprise to us
that charges should be made which are both unbecoming and
entirely void of mubstance.” Despite China's unwarranted
attack, the Indian Governpent remsins firmly =nttaghed to
its poliey of friendship towards Chins and has plainly
stated that 1t will do nothing which would disturb rela-
tions boetween the two countries,

Nehru pointed to the %ﬁit}f of Chinats polley by
sentioning his conversation two years age with Chinese
Premier Chou En-lsi concerning Tibet. Chou, he said, told
him that while Tibet had long been a part of the Chinese
state, they d41d not consider it as a province of China.
Therefore, they considered Tibet an sutonomous reglon which
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would enjoy sutonomy. Chou further told Nehru that 1t was
sbaurd for anyone to imsgine that China was golng to forge
Compmanism on Tibet, It would be difficult to imagine o

more glaving contradliction between this ztatement and China's
eurrent onslaught on Tibetan freedom.

Indian public opinion hes undergone 2 great change in
geﬁigzgdnyztggd the ccu§t§yia éigi‘p@%ngminttgné ;eaangment
as n aptly expressed in an editorial in the Hinduston

Times of ggw Delhl:

"Let us hold our heads low today,” the newspaper said.
7 "A smell couniry on our boprder has paid the ultimste
gzn;lty for its temerity toc asplre to independence.
bet 1s dead. We do not need reminders from Peking
|/ of the grim determination of the hcrolc 600 million
- Chinese to overcome what remains of the wlll to re-
sistance of the three million Tidetans, The world
has mmch axg#r&tnea of the Communist aa@aaitg to
finish a Job of that kind with thorcughness,

It is zpparent that what irks the Indlanc most is the
glaring bad feith with which the Chinese hove zcted, As a
result there have been = muber of demands throughout Indis
that Nehru take 2 bold, forthright position with regard to
the situstion, However, his personal feellngs cannot enter
intec the picture since he 12 guuné by the requirementa of
his offielel gg:itiaﬂ as premier and forelgn mindeter of =
great, dut vulnersble, country, By his statements he hsd
made it elesr that he does not llke vhat China has done,
Officially, it would be aifficult for him bod%n beyond this
since to & 2o might very well Jeopardize Indlza's strategle
and pelitical positions,

India has recognized the strategic peril =nd has
strengthencd 1ts military estsblishment in Asssm, As fer
as the politicel aspects of the rape of Tibet zre concerncd,
a grest many Indians feel that it has definitively wrecked
Mehru's long-standing pless for “understanding”™ and "coex-
istenoe” with China, And beyond Indis end the prestige it
enjoys, there are the other teeming millions of non-Gommmnist
Asiz and Africs for whom the FPrinciples of Bandung were not
the empty words thgg apparently signified for the Communlsts.
Reports from mory of these countries give every evidence
that dsazﬁtian and disillusiomment there have been Just zs
deep as in India,
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